IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Hauser et al. 



Serial No.: 
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Filed: 



October 30, 2003 



Group Art Unit: unassigned 
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No.: 36400.01 US24 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(37 C.F.R. S1 .97(b)(3) 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

With regard to the above-identified application, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the 
items of information listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08a are brought to the 
attention of the Examiner. 

This statement should be considered because it is being submitted with this 
application; therefore, no fee is required. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .98(d), copies of U.S. patents and other art listed 
on the enclosed forms PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B which were previously cited by or 
submitted to the Office with the previously filed applications, of which the current 
application is a continuation, are not enclosed. The previously filed application upon 
which the current application relies for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120 is: 

U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/243,368, filed September 13, 2002, which is a 
continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/880,587 (Patent No. 6550243), filed June 
13, 2001; which is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/846,545, filed on May 
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1, 2001; which is a continuation of Serial No. 09/420,183 (Patent No. 6,256,988), filed October 
18, 1999; which is a continuation of 09/016,584 (Patent No. 6,014,861), filed January 30, 1998; 
which is a continuation of Serial No. 08/644,474 (Patent No. 5,768,892), filed May 10, 1996; 
which is a continuation of Serial No. 08/613,371 (Patent No. 5,616,092), filed March 11, 1996; 
which is a continuation of Serial No. 08/260,807 (Patent No. 5,501,640), filed June 16, 1994; 
which is a continuation of Serial No. 08/025,272 (Patent No. 5,330,394), filed March 2, 1993; 
which is a division of Serial No. 07/917,858 (Patent No. 5,314,387), filed July 22, 1992; which is 
a continuation-in-part of Serial No. 07/727,463 (Patent No. 5,201,692), filed July 9, 1991. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.104, no representation is made that a reference 
is "prior art" within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. §§102 and 103 and Applicant reserves the 
right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.131 or otherwise, to establish that the reference(s) are 
not "prior art." Moreover, Applicant does not represent that a reference has been 
thoroughly reviewed or that any relevance of any portion of a reference is intended. 

Consideration of the items listed is respectfully requested. Pursuant to the 
provisions of MPEP 609, it is requested that the Examiner return a copy of the attached 
Form PTO/SB/08a, marked as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the 
undersigned with the next official communication. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Thomas C. McDonough 
Registration No. 33,734 



NEAL, GERBER & EISENBERG llp 
2 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2200 



Chicago, Illinois 60602 
(312) 269-5282 
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